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Bioneers’ Dreaming New Mexico Project Selected as a Semi-Finalist 
for Prestigious 2011 Buckminster Fuller Challenge

[Santa Fe, NM-March 24, 2011] Bioneers’ Dreaming New Mexico (DNM) Project has been named a 2011 Semi-Finalist in the Buckminster Fuller Challenge, the prestigious annual design science competition named "Socially-Responsible Design's Highest Award" by Metropolis Magazine. The Challenge awards $100,000 to support the development and implementation of a whole systems-based solution that has significant potential to solve humanity’s most pressing problems. 
Dreaming New Mexico’s first phase of “The Age of Renewables” was named first runner-up in the 2009 BFI Challenge. The current submission includes the new “Age of Local Foodsheds and a Fair Trade State” model. Said the Jury: “Dreaming New Mexico brings together the tools of grassroots organizing and community leadership with scientific know-how and political savvy to both create a vision for the future and lay the groundwork for getting there. It’s creating a new political landscape that ties together Earth stewardship values with core community needs – from fresh water, to clean energy, to abundant and locally grown food – and is becoming a model for other states across the country”.  Along with the winner from MIT Media Lab, Dreaming New Mexico was honored at the official ceremony at Chicago’s Museum of Contemporary Art. New Mexico’s former Governor Bill Richardson honored the project in 2010, proclaiming a “Bioneers-Dreaming New Mexico Day.”
Dreaming New Mexico is a collaborative project seeking to reconcile nature and cultures at a state level. It presents both pragmatic and visionary solutions that use systemic approaches to address our most pressing ecological and societal challenges and build resilience. The project anticipates the shift away from a society built on cheap oil and insecure, unsustainable food systems, offering models for a radical reorganization of everyday life into a more local economy and infrastructures – a reliable prosperity that can withstand ecological and societal shocks. 

The strategic premise is that “Dreaming the future can create the future.” Rather than settling for what we think we can get, what do we really want? The transformative power of this inquiry has propelled a powerful process of envisioning “do-able” dreams and mapping how to realize them in New Mexico. Since its inception in 2007, DNM has focused on two areas: Renewable Energy and Food Systems. The centerpiece of each domain is a “future map” with an accompanying publication envisioning a positive whole system by 2020-2025. Created by polymath Peter Warshall, the materials are designed as strategic educational and organizing tools that can also be adapted for other communities for place-based restoration initiatives. DNM has won praise from New Mexico municipal, county and state officials, and is being used widely in schools. DNM has already spawned interest in other states and countries, including a Dreaming Mallorca group in Spain. [www.dreamingnewmexico.org]
“It’s truly an honor,” said Bioneers founder and DNM co-director Kenny Ausubel, “for Dreaming New Mexico to be recognized as a Semi-Finalist among such amazing company by this ‘Oscars’ of whole-systems applied design innovation. We acknowledge our many excellent collaborators in New Mexico’s community of leadership. A big conundrum these days is that, just as this kind of work becomes imperative, funding is contracting. The award money would propel the work forward in tough economic times. Most importantly, the recognition would qualitatively help Dreaming New Mexico advance globally as a template and tool kit for the local place-based restoration initiatives that are so essential to build resilience around the world today.”
After an initial rigorous vetting process by BFI’s multi-disciplinary review team, which included an in-depth interview, Dreaming New Mexico was chosen from a pool of hundreds of entries from over 35 countries as one of 21 Semi-Finalists this year. It will now be featured as a top-tier project in BFI’s Idea Index and on its website for the remainder of the program cycle. 

Semi-finalists will be reviewed and discussed by the 11 distinguished jurors [http://challenge.bfi.org/jurors], which includes Valerie Casey, founder of Design Accord; David Orr, writer and professor of Environmental Studies and Politics at Oberlin College; Andrew Zolli, producer of PopTech; Danielle Nierenberg, Project Director of State of World 2011; and Sim Vanderyn, visionary ecological design pioneer. 

Finalists will be announced May, and the winner, runner-up, and honorable mention will be announced at the conferring ceremony in New York in early June. 

The Buckminster Fuller Challenge is the premier international competition recognizing initiatives which take a comprehensive, anticipatory, design approach to radically advance human well being and the health of our planet’s ecosystems. The 2011 Semi-finalists are providing workable solutions to some of the world’s most significant challenges including water scarcity, food supply, health, energy consumption and shelter. The Challenge is a program of The Buckminster Fuller Institute, which aims to deeply influence the ascendance of a new generation of design-science pioneers who are leading the creation of an abundant and restorative world economy that benefits all humanity. 
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